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March 2&, 2007

Members of the Houvse Business and Labor Commitee
Montana State Logistaturs
Helena MT

Dear Committes Members:
My narpe is C}inny Watts ian a past pmsids::m of th¢ Montasa u;_uica‘, Mental Hcahh hngﬁ,im‘s Amiaufw gad

Ltct.mura and mgulanoq im- mm-mge and fagmly rumapmts 1am w:voemead both by xhe lams 3t sckmv. .mgev.ﬁm' ot 're
true financial impact of this bil! and by the superflacus nature of the bill.

While the estimared expemises Sor implementing SB 434 appear small (under 35000), I believe thet the ongoing expense »f
admimstering an sdditional licenss is being overlooksd, Lach tlme a separate license is established for the state, it is not
only necessary to instinute the paperwork for that license Mt it is a!so necassery 1o malatain, notify, and supporst the
population licensed. To assurae that there will be ne impaet on the hudger of the Hovnsing boerd short of the supplies
required to notify potential licensses ignores the service that the staff of the licensing beard provide 1 Heensons in
Montana. In 2 pest legislative seysion, the lsgislature sstablished 8 cenificarion process for dividuals conduering sex
offender speoifle evaluations. The legislanwre did not, hawever, srovide additional funds for the board to oversee the
certification. The board was unable to follow theough initlally with these new responsibilities bacange of a lack of
availabie funds for the Increased responsibiifties of manuging a refatively small number of profesgiopals (certainly fewer
in number than the number of potential Hcensed macriage and family therapists).

{n addition, ] am frostrated that the legialature is stashing funding for programs that servo the peblic while the Business
and Labor Commities is cousidering funding licensure that is redundant. If the legzsiature wishes wo save meney, T would
snggest that tine and energy be raserved for important issues rather than developivg & redundant licansing law. The
Montans Leginlature oraftsd an excallont lHoensing law for conaselors in the state of Muntar. Quwr Licensed Clinsel
Professional Counselor law was exemplary and was passed by our legislatura long before aiany other states had
deveioped or insplemented such & faw. We den’t need to fracture the licensing provess 1o ackunow!edge every area of
speclalty. We, s professional counselors, have waye o meoognias our spetialties through national cettifications snd
through membership in our specislty crganizarions. The current licensing law for sounselars acknowledges that
individuals may not practice outside their scope of training. It it not necessary 1o designate o special area of waining with
aseparats licanse. | approcisie the commitree’s stwntion (o the field of counseling. 1 would ask whar you reserve vour
very limited and precious time (0 address bills tha are necessary und beneficial o the chizens of Moutsna.. SE 434 %
swaply nor one of thase necessery bifls. Thaok you for your time.

Smcarely,

/ way’*“r L {/S@L“

Cinny Warth M. B LCPC
MSOTA Clinial Member
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